
Many Eyes
for shared visualization and discovery

Product of IBM’s CUE (Collaborative User 
Experience) Visual Communication Lab.

Many Eyes’ developers aim to “democratize 
visualization” by providing a suite of easy-to-
use tools.  

Why use Many Eyes?

Since many of the visualizations are as simple 
as Excel graphs, why bother registering and 
using Many Eyes?

�‡Registration is free and registered users can 
upload data sets and use any previously 
uploaded data sets for additional 
visualizations.
�‡It’s quick and easy to experiment with 
producing a variety of types of visualizations.
�‡All visualizations are publicly available, 
encouraging sharing and conversation around 
visualizations and effective techniques. 
�‡Users can rate data sets and visualizations, 
with ratings including a qualitative aspect. 
They can flag data sets as being “tests” or 
from a “suspicious source.”
�‡It facilitates collaboration and comment 
through discussion forums, enabling a new 
social kind of data analysis. 
�‡Top ic hubs function like small portals, and 
you can collect data sets and visualizations 
relating to your theme and start discussion 
forums.
�‡In addition to data, text can be visualized.

Some drawbacks  of using Many Eyes?

�‡Preparing data sets can be cumbersome and 
time-consuming.
�‡No ability to change color choices, and default 
choices are often less than ideal.

Data Visuali zation
�‡ Conveying information 

graphically can provide a 
deeper qualitative 
understanding of the data. This 
view of energy demand shows 
transportation in relation to 
other sectors.

�‡ Translating data into a visual 
picture can help the human 
eye and brain perceive 
patterns and relationships that 
are not apparent when viewing 
the raw data.

�‡ Visualization can help improve 
understanding of data by 
cutting through the clutter and 
focusing attention on important 
aspects.

Try Many Eyes
�‡ Two ways of visualizing text of the 

Congressional Research Service’s 
Public Transit Funding Issues in 
Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization report, a word 
tree and Wordle.

�‡ Earmarks were a hot topic  during 
the 2008 presidential election. 
Many Eyes can show the wide 
differences in money allocated per 
state, and per capita per state, for 
earmarked transportation projects.

�‡ Members of the public in Kansas 
City expressed their opinions 
regarding the relative value of 
different transportation 
investments in their region.

�s�]�•�µ���o�]�Ì���Ÿ�}�v���Á�]�š�Z
�D���v�Ç�����Ç���•

�Z�]�š�������À���v�•
�/�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�š�����}�(���d�Œ���v�•�‰�}�Œ�š���Ÿ�}�v���^�š�µ���]���•���>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç

�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(�������o�]�(�}�Œ�v�]���U�������Œ�l���o���Ç
�d�Z�����ô�ô�š�Z�����v�v�µ���o���D�����Ÿ�v�P

�:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���í�î�U���î�ì�ì�õ


